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White Ribbon Campaign-Men’s Rally:   Men Working to End Men’s Violence Against Women
The P.E.A.C.E. Initiative, OLLUSA students, in collaboration with The White Ribbon Campaign and the Fatherhood Campaign, will organize a city wide men’s rally to raise awareness about men stopping male violence against women.  We are looking at a tentative date of October 18, 2010 between 11a-1p.   

This will be the first of its kind in San Antonio.  The message and visual image we will be portraying is that of males of all ages being seen, heard and noted as willing participants engaging the community to stop male violence against women.  This will be accomplished by collaborating with women’s organizations to learn about the extent and impact of the violence.  As well as learning about the  capacity identified and needed for stopping the violence.  Through efforts of holding each other accountable for the violence and working to challenge norms, attitudes, behaviors and culture that upholds the violence, the men will be reaching out to other men for support, guidance and leadership.  

The rally will process throughout the downtown area institutions, that are charged with holding perpetrators of violence accountable i.e., The Bexar Co. Justice Center, the Courthouse, San Fernando Cathedral, the SAPD, the Wackenhut facility and City Hall to show their support for working with and by these institutions to change the behaviors that sustain violence against women.  At each institution we will leave a commemorative wreath reminding community of the toll violence against women has on our families.  This too is a challenge for the institutions to be evermore diligent at stopping the violence.
The media will be our allies in this effort of getting our message out to the masses of the community.  The men will also carry with them the Red and White Silent Witness Silhouettes demonstrative of the lives lost in our community due to relationship violence.  We are also wanting this to be a learning experience for the young boys and men of San Antonio, hence our work with the Service Learning Students of OLLUSA and other college and university campus students.  

As part of the project students will:

· Update White Ribbon Campaign’s Face book page with resources and information pertaining to the White Ribbon Campaign and the Men’s March 

· Create handouts that highlight the mission and goals of the White Ribbon Campaign and the Men’s March 

· Create and design buttons, t-shirts, and other informational materials for distribution 

· Contact and recruit local community colleges, universities, community organizations and parishes to participate in the Men’s March 

· Prepare the Silent Witnesses, banners, and signs for the Men’s March 

We have the support we need to conduct this event in the downtown area from Police Chief William McManus and the City of San Antonio in terms of securing Main Plaza in the City center.  
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